The Arran Community Land Initiative (‘ACLI’) was established in 2012 as a
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO SC043886) to purchase an 80
acre area of disused farmland above Whiting Bay on Arran. The charity’s main
objectives-as per our constitution-are to foster participation in land-based education,
recreation and sport. The purpose of the land is to build a community space to

develop well being and educate about food production and nature.

George Watson’s College has been visiting the site and contributing each year to the
ACLI efforts since 2016. The 2023 project group will continue to support ACLI with
our efforts today and as part of our experience we are going to visit two separate
environments and collect data. We will also do physical work to contribute to

maintaining the land.

Birdhide ,

Google Earth



Land owned by Forestry Scotland:

Mindfulness is a technique that you can learn that involves you noticing what is
happening in the present moment without judgement. Your teacher will try to help
you to be mindful in these surroundings and you can record what you observe:

Sounds: Smells: Other Senses: Feelings:

Afterwards, you
can identify
birdsong using the
Merlin App.

Tree and Shrub Species, using the FSC (field studies council) tree identification
chart attached, how many varieties can you identify in these surroundings:

Name: Sketch: Name: Sketch:

Name: Sketch: Name: Sketch:

Using the FSC (field studies council) guide to woodland flowers, how many
varieties can you identify in these surroundings:

Name: Sketch: Name: Sketch:

Name: Sketch: Name: Sketch:




Using the soil sampling auger, if it's possible, take a 6 inch soil sample and record
your observations (moisture content, colour, soil texture (gravel, sand, silt or clay
content), you may also wish to measure the pH of the groundwater).

How damp: Texture (from
smooth and slippy
to gritty):

Colour: pH:

You may be able to make a pitfall trap with a trowel and a pot to catch insects and
other mini-beasts, at the end of a fixed time period record your collection:

Total number of
minibeasts:

Using the FSC (field studies council) guide to insects, how many varieties can you

identify in these surroundings:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:




Community Land:

Mindfulness is a technique that you can learn that involves you noticing what is
happening in the present moment without judgement. Your teacher will try to help
you to be mindful in these surroundings and you can record what you observe:

Sounds:

Smells:

Other Senses:

Feelings:

Afterwards, you
can identify
birdsong using the
Merlin App.

Tree and Shrub Species, using the FSC (field studies council) tree identification
chart attached, how many varieties can you identify in these surroundings:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Using the FSC (field studies council) guide to woodland flowers, how many
varieties can you identify in these surroundings:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:




Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Using the soil sampling auger, if it's possible, take a 6 inch soil sample and record
your observations (moisture content, colour, soil texture (gravel, sand, silt or clay
content), you may also wish to measure the pH of the groundwater).

How damp: Texture (from
smooth and slippy
to gritty):

Colour: pH:

You may be able to make a pitfall trap with a trowel and a pot to catch insects and
other mini-beasts, at the end of a fixed time period record your collection:

Total number of
minibeasts:

Using the FSC (field studies council) guide to insects, how many varieties can you
identify in these surroundings:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:

Name:

Sketch:




